.
Despite the progress that is being made using in vitro models, some immunologists believe that "the proof of the pudding is in the eating", that is, to understand the physiology of the immune system as it operates under in vivo conditions is to understand it all.
In 1966, the first conference on Germinal Centres in Immune Responses was held in Bern, Switzerland, at the initiative of C.C. Congdon (Oak Ridge, TN) and H. Cottier (Bern, Switzerland) , and included 57 presentations, "which were discussed at length". "The range of interest extended from phylogenesis and anatomy to studies on cell proliferation, immunohistochemistry, cancer research and radiobiology.
"The aim of this broad coverage was to combine all available information on the role of germinal centers in immune responses in a single package, instead of leaving it scattered around in reports dealing with divergent immunological problems" (Cottier et al., 1967) .
As 
